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Subject: Recommendation for Award of Decoretion.
%o t The Commanding General, Alst Infantry Division, APO 41.

1. Under the proviaions of AR 600-45, and USAFFE Regulation 10-50,
17 August 1943, I recommend that Sergeant LEOHARD C. DeWLTT, 20933447,
Company I, 162nd Infantry, bs awarded the Medal of Honor for conspicueus
atry and intrepldity above and beyond the call of duty at Scout Track
dge, Boise, New Guinea, 28 July 1943, as evidenced by his actions described

2. On 28 July 1943, Company I, 162nd Infantry, moving forward on Seout

- Track Eldge near Boise, ﬁn Guinea, sncowitered a large eneamy force in a

well organized perimeter. Not being able to proceed, the company dug in %o

hold the ground gained until reinforcements arrived., The defensive positiom

prepared by Company I was appraximately 250 yards distant froa the enemy,

on the top of a ridge. The ridge top was almost bare of cover with only &

fow trees. Before the position was emtirely organised, at about 1800 how's

the Japanese opened uwp on the position with artillery fire. Thls continued

for approximately 15 sinutes watil just at dusk the fire was lifted to buret

in the tree tops and an attack was lamched, covered by machine gum fire.

The attack was concentrated entirely on the frout of the perimeter facing - . -

the eneny position. - dince the compax Qeauhtaﬂq ons unlt of fire per «~ -~
quarters o bramt ‘of the attack was soen dangerously low of -

amition and grenades, Sergesnt De¥itt, the commmicatioms sergeant, %

" "oarry amminitiom &id ghenades mm‘mw&ﬁmaﬁ*“

entiTely beyond the call of duty since the entire perimeter was being swept
with machine g and mortar fire. Upon reaching the sector wmder the
heaviest fire, he found that one man had become panicky and was firing blindly
into the air. He directed that this man be removed, them checked the
adjd.ni.ngéozholea snd fomd two men to be wounded. ¥ith the help of another
soldier Sergeant De¥itt removed these two men to a place of safety and
weakened positicn-to prevent a poesible enemy
return he found that the enemy had massed in a gully
- about_5 yards to his t in an stteapt to bresk inte the perimeter at that
‘podnt, Unarmed uwp untdl this time, he picked up & Srowmin Autemstic Rifls
the wounded men, and fired into the massed ememy
were sttempting to swarm through the vacated positiocne. When the
smmxdtion for the BAR was exhausted he picked up a Thompson Sub-machine
Gin and stood fully exposed on the trink of the gully, firing this weapon
wmtil it ms empty, then throwing all Mis remaining. Out. of

 smmmition, Sergeant DoWitt slipped over the edge of ﬂzogﬁ’lr hitti.ni one

ately returned to the
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